2     THE AWAKENING OF MODERN EGYPT

Mohammed AH. He died about midday on the 2nd instant
at Alexandria, aged eighty.

His funeral at Alexandria was followed by all the chief
Egyptian officers, the consular body, and all principal
merchants and inhabitants.

At Bulak it was met by all the surviving members of the
family with the exception of Abbas, and they walked in
funeral procession to the tomb chosen by the late Pasha for
his place of rest in the new mosque which he built in the
Citadel.

The ceremonial of the funeral was a most meagre affair.
In short, a general impression prevails that Abbas Pasha has
shown a culpable lack of respect for the memory of his
illustrious grandfather.

The attachment and veneration of all classes in Egypt for
the name of Mohammed Ali are prouder obsequies than
any which it was in the power of his successor to confer.

In common with many, I fear, with most of those upon
whom the world has conferred the title " The Great/' he
carried his love of fame and power to an extreme, but his
ambition was untarnished by avarice, and his resentments
were hot, but they speedily passed away....

Very rarely would it be that Your Lordship would hear
in any part of the Turkish Empire such a phrase as the
following: " If Allah would permit me, gladly would I give
ten years of my life to add them to that of our old pasha."
Yet this I have known to fall from the lips of more than one
during the last illness of Mohammed Ali.1

When we think of the gigantic task that lay before Moham-
med Ali of regenerating Egypt, then a forlorn nation and a
dead land; and of the incredible ignorance and indolence that
surrounded him; and when we consider the superb success he
achieved both in war and in peace: the durable elements of
progress which he bequeathed to the Egypt of the future, the
high and unparalleled part which he played in the general
policy of Europe; we may safely say that Mohammed Ali was
by far the highest administrative genius that the East had
known since the days of the First Caliphs.
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